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Will limbo for chili
Students, faculty and staff got into the spirit of the second annual
Spring Fling Chili Cook-off, with more than 30 teams putting up
their best chili recipes for judging.
Teams decorated their booths with themes such as Mardi Gras,
Fiesta and Western, and offered fun activities to attract voters —
including this booth featuring a limbo stick. The event, sponsored
by the Athletics Department to celebrate the start of spring sports,
raised money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
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Preparing for the future
at St. Mary’s, and beyond
by Thomas M. Mengler, St. Mary’s University President
This Gold & Blue issue provides living testament to St. Mary’s

University’s positive influence locally, nationally, internationally —
and even to the stars.

Through my travels these past four years to places like St. Louis,

Washington D.C., New York, San Francisco, Taos, India, Saudi
Arabia, Peru, and of course Texas, I have met with hundreds

of successful St. Mary’s men and women. Without exception,

these graduates express gratitude to St. Mary’s and especially to
the Marianists for the transformative education they received.

As our mission statement expresses, this transformation leads

to careers of leadership, the kind of ethical leadership that guides

St. Mary’s men and women to draw on their faith and employ their

wit and wisdom to act, not for narrow self-interest, but for the greater
good — for family, neighbor, fellow worker and client.

In this issue, read about some of our leaders, including Amir

Samandi (B.A. ’02), who brings the world to San Antonio middle and high schoolers by teaching geography, and whose

ingenuity and generosity have enabled him to sponsor trips for financially challenged students abroad while encouraging
community service at home (see story, Page 14).

Consider Joan Lamm-Tennant (B.B.A. ’74, M.B.A. ’77), who left a career as global chief economist and risk strategist at a

major reinsurance company to serve as CEO of Blue Marble Microinsurance. In that role, Joan is creating markets that will
deliver risk protection to the desperately vulnerable in developing countries (see story, Page 10). Or consider Matteo Borri

(B.S. ’07), and his successful robotics business (see story, Page 12), whose clients include NASA (perhaps to explore a galaxy,
far, far away).

Our future — the next generation of transformational leaders — are the young men and women currently enrolled at

St. Mary’s. I am delighted that recent graduates are stepping up to ensure that students now and in the future obtain the

same Marianist education that graduates received 10, 25 and 50 years ago. We now have several hundred young alumni who
have joined the 1852 Club by committing to a repeating monthly gift of $18.52 to St. Mary’s. A monthly gift of this size

— which equals precisely $222.24 per year — empowers one student each year to focus just a little bit more on her studies,
about 20 hours, and a little bit less, the same 20 hours, on working to pay for her St. Mary’s education.

I encourage you to follow their example. Every gift — large or small — has measurable effect on the life of at least

one future leader.
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MISSION
St. Mary’s University,
as a Catholic Marianist University,
fosters the formation of people in faith
and educates leaders for the common good
through community, integrated liberal arts
and professional education,
and academic excellence.

CAMPUSNEWS
New conference transforms PPC
St. Mary’s University held its inaugural
Conference on Justice and Social Concerns
in February, which provided an opportunity
to engage in dialogue on issues of social
justice, faith, and personal and communal
responsibility for the common good.
The Conference, which follows the direction
set out by the Second Vatican Council to read,
interpret and respond to the signs of the times,
replaces the event known as the President’s
Peace Commission. This two-day conference,
which will be hosted each year by one of the
University’s schools, will bring together experts
from both academic and practical realms. The
Conference will always include a keynote
supported by the Lin Great Speakers Series
endowment.
The inaugural Conference on Justice and
Social Concerns, titled Stewardship in Science:
A Dialogue on Faith and Bioethics, was hosted
by the School of Science, Engineering and
Technology, and explored the field of bioethics.
During the conference, President Tom
Mengler presented Professor Emeritus Richard
Pressman, Ph.D., with a resolution honoring
his role in establishing the President’s Peace
Commission in the 1980s.

Major grant supports campus research
St. Mary’s University recently was awarded
a $464,235 grant from the National Institutes
of Health and the Eunice Kennedy Shriver
National Institute for Child Health and
Human Development.
A new five-year grant, titled Improving
Research Administration and Faculty
Research Development Through Sustainable
Initiatives at St. Mary’s, supports staff and
faculty professional development as well
as infrastructure upgrades for the Office of
Academic Research and Sponsored Projects.
Winston Erevelles, Ph.D., Dean of
the School of Science, Engineering and
Technology, who is leading the University in
meeting the objectives of the grant, explained
the grant’s long-term significance.
“The results will support increased
biomedical and biobehavioral research at
St. Mary’s and help create a pipeline of highly
trained graduates with research experience in
those fields to fulfill the diversity needs of the
next generation of scientists,” he said.

Tyler named provost
St. Mary’s University has named Aaron
Tyler, Ph.D., as Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs, after the International
Relations professor and former Graduate
Studies Dean held the roles for a semester
on an interim basis.
The appointment was effective Jan. 1, 2016.
Tyler was named interim provost in August,
when Andre Hampton, J.D., decided to return
to the St. Mary’s School of Law faculty. The
University, with help from external search firm
Witt Kieffer, conducted a nationwide search.
Tyler is an active participant in global
interfaith and religious liberty initiatives.
Having visited zones of intercommunal conflict
— including Israel, Northern Ireland, BosniaHerzegovina and Turkey — his vocational
and research interests lie at the intersection of
religion, identity and peace-building.
His work has appeared in many peerreviewed journals, such as the Journal of Political
Theology, International Journal of World Peace,
APSA Journal of Religion and Politics, and the
International Journal of Christianity and Social
Work. He is also the author of Islam, the West,
and Tolerance: Conceiving Coexistence.

Greehey gives $1 million for program
St. Mary’s has received a $1 million gift
from alumnus and philanthropist Bill Greehey
(B.B.A. ’60) to recruit additional students
for the Greehey Scholars Program, a unique
undergraduate scholarship program that
focuses on servant leadership.
This is Greehey’s latest in a series of major
gifts to St. Mary’s. In 2005, his $25 million gift
resulted in the naming of the Greehey School

An artist's rendering of the proposed new residence hall area

St. Mary’s unveils new vision for on-campus housing
Later this spring, St. Mary’s University will kick off a new five-phase strategic housing plan by breaking ground on a new residence
hall. The construction proposed in all phases of the plan are in the southwest corner of the campus, known as the Outback.
The new suite-style housing will be for juniors and seniors, and will include amenities that will encourage them to remain living
on campus. The residential village concept and its amenities will rival resort-style living, but more importantly provide a stronger
community environment responsive to our Catholic and Marianist mission.
The first new residence hall is expected to be completed for fall 2017, with the remaining phases coming over about 15 years and
replacing most halls in the current Outback area.
Watch for more information on the ground-breaking ceremony, which is scheduled for April 26.

of Business and funded innovative academic
and scholarship programs to attract world-class
faculty and students.
Greehey also gave $1 million in 2012 to help
revamp the MBA program and $1 million in
2014 to further develop the Greehey Scholars
Program.
“Mr. Greehey never fails to give our faculty
and staff the support and encouragement
needed to educate our gifted students for
successful careers of servant leadership,” said
President Tom Mengler. “He has been a friend
of St. Mary’s for more than 50 years.”
The Greehey Scholars Program blends
traditional learning methods with hands-on
leadership training. The scholars are involved
in all aspects of the St. Mary’s community, and
they learn to be ethical leaders through business

interaction experiences, community service and
service-immersion trips.

to ecological challenges such as climate change,
deforestation, biodiversity loss and pollution.

Two Philosophy faculty release books

Marianist Heritage awardees announced

Two members of the Department of
Philosophy faculty, J. Colin McQuillan, Ph.D.,
and Andrew T. Brei, Ph.D., recently released
new works.
McQuillan’s work, Early Modern Aesthetics,
is a history of aesthetics in the early modern
period, exploring the controversies that arose
among philosophers with different views on
these issues, their relation to philosophy, science
and art, and their legacy for contemporary
aesthetics.
Ecology, Ethics and Hope, edited by Brei,
explores what hope is, how it operates and
whether or not it is important in our responses

Three members of the St. Mary’s University
community were honored with the 2016
Marianist Heritage Award, which recognizes
those who devote themselves to our Catholic
and Marianist mission.
This year’s recipients were Deidra Coleman,
Interim Director, Student Counseling;
Rosemarie Wahl, Ph.D., Professor of Biology;
and Aaron Tyler, Ph.D., Provost.
The three student winners of the Marianist
Heritage Student Leadership Awards were
Pablo Medina, Chantelle Ruidant and
Julieta Sanchez.
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St. Mary’s and Catholic Charities form new Lenten tradition
Twice a year, hundreds of St. Mary’s University students, faculty, staff and alumni
come together for Continuing the Heritage Day of Service — a tradition that shows
the St. Mary’s dedication to the Catholic and Marianist traditions of service, faith and,
of course, community.
This spring, Continuing the Heritage became a part of a new tradition, a partnership
between St. Mary’s and Catholic Charities of San Antonio called 40 Days of Service. In
the spirit of Pope Francis’ “Year of Mercy” and the Lenten season, Catholic Charities and
the Catholic community of San Antonio joined together in a commitment to give back
through service during the 40 days of Lent.
The spring Continuing the Service events will continue to be a part of the 40 Days of
Service partnership in the future. In addition, many campus organizations, residence halls
and other campus groups held service events throughout Lent.

Reams named to
American Law Institute
The St. Mary’s University School of Law is
proud to count nine members of the prestigious
American Law Institute among its faculty
ranks — including Professor Bernard D. Reams
Jr., J.D., Ph.D., who most recently was named
an American Law Institute Life Member.
The American Law Institute, founded in
1923, seeks to restate legal subjects, such as
conflict of laws, contracts and torts, to improve
the administration of justice. Membership is
limited to 3,000 elected judges, lawyers and
legal teachers. Members become eligible for life
membership after serving 25 years.
Other law faculty members who are members
of the institute are Stephen M. Sheppard, J.D.,
J.S.D., Dean of the School
of Law; Michael S. Ariens, J.D., Professor
of Law; Charles E. Cantú, J.D., Dean Emeritus;
Robert H. Hu, Ph.D., Professor of Law; Vincent
R. Johnson, J.D., LL.D., Professor of Law;
Colin P. Marks, J.D., Professor of Law; Gerald
S. Reamey, J.D., Professor of Law; and David A.
Schlueter, J.D., Hardy Professor of Law.

Mock trial team adds national title

From top left: Students gather at the Flex Field before going to help agencies across San Antonio;
a group works on weeding and planting in a garden at Catholic Charities’ Guadalupe Community
Center; and President Mengler addresses volunteers before the day of service begins.

Alumni Association honors
distinguished faculty members
The St. Mary’s Alumni Association recognized
eight faculty members during its annual Faculty
Appreciation and Awards Dinner in January.
“We are proud of all of our outstanding faculty
members and their commitment to Marianist
education,” said Aaron Tyler, Ph.D., Provost. “The
eight educators we celebrate, who were nominated by
their respective deans, have gone above and beyond
in engaging and mentoring our students. St. Mary’s is
thankful for their service and grateful to the Alumni
Association for continuing this tradition of honoring
the faculty of St. Mary’s.”

6 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

At the William W. Daniel National
Invitational Mock Trial Competition in Atlanta
— which accepts only 18 teams from across the
country — St. Mary’s Law students took home
the national championship.
The defense team of third-year law student
Thomas Pare, third-year law student Alex
Hilliard, second-year law student Richard
Dutchover and second-year law student Nathan
Janis beat Michigan State in the semifinals to
move on to the final round.
During the final round, the prosecution team
of third-year law student John Duff, third-year
law student Orlando Garcia, second-year law
student Eric Meza and third-year law student
Pare defeated a formidable team from South
Carolina. Nicole Thornbro coached these St.
Mary’s advocates to success.

The honorees for 2016 are:
• Katherine Hampsten, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of Communication Studies
• Bradley W. Root, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
of History
• David R. Turner, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
of Environmental Sciences
• Prasad Padmanabhan, Ph.D., Professor of
Finance and Myra Stafford Pryor Chair of
Free Enterprise
• Karen Kelley, J.D., Clinical Professor of Law
and Director of Clinical Education

• Daniel Higgins, Ph.D., Professor of
Education, Chair of Education Department,
Director of Graduate Education Programs
• Mike Martinez Jr., J.D., M.S.I.S., Deputy
Director of Administration for the Sarita
Kenedy East Law Library and Professor
• Senior Faculty Award for Mentoring
Undergraduate Research: Mathew Joseph,
Ph.D., Emil C.E. Jurica Distinguished
Professor of Marketing

400 pets get fixed
at The Big Fix

Photos by Jennifer Lloyd

The nonprofit organization SNIPSA
(Spay, Neuter, Inject, Protect San
Antonio) returned to St. Mary’s
University for the second time,
offering a free spay and neuter clinic
for the surrounding area.
Almost 400 cats and dogs came
through the Alumni Athletics &
Convocation Center in January for
the day-long event, which was part
of an ongoing effort to enhance the
quality of life through neighborhood
revitalization. St. Mary’s strives to be
a vital partner in promoting the health
and wellness, safety and education of
the Gateway District community.
Spring 2016
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Softball Head Coach Donna Fields (from left), Kym Kling and her father, James Kling

Kling honored with retired jersey
Kym Kling’s legendary No. 17 will now
hang forever at the St. Mary’s Softball Stadium.
Kling had her jersey retired during a
ceremony in February before the Rattlers’
nonconference game against Our Lady of
the Lake. Kling’s father, James, is OLLU’s
softball head coach.
Kling (B.A. ’05) became just the second
woman in the history of St. Mary's Athletics to
have her jersey retired, along with fellow softball
great, Leticia Morales-Bissaro (1983-1986).
Kling’s No. 17 and Morales-Bissaro’s No. 24
now hang together on the Softball Stadium wall
behind home plate.
Kling, who played for St. Mary's from 2002
to 2004, led the program to the 2002 NCAA
Division II national championship. She was
named the National Softball Player of the Year
in 2003, and was a three-time All-American,
including twice being named to the First Team.
8 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

After her career, Kling was named a Top 25
Athlete of the Decade for NCAA Division II.
Kling, also a three-time MVP of the Heartland
Conference, was inducted into the St. Mary's
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2014.

Softball's Michel earns national award
In just her second week as a full-time starter,
St. Mary’s Softball sophomore Hannah Michel
was named the National Hitter of the Week by
the National Fastpitch Coaches Association.
Michel, who spent part of the summer doing
missionary work in South Africa, batted .625
with 15 RBI and 12 runs scored over seven
games to win the national award.

New volleyball head coach named
St. Mary’s Athletics introduced Callaway
Mefford as the school’s new volleyball coach
in February.

Mefford came to St. Mary’s from St. Thomas
University (Florida), where she led the NAIA
school to a 77-39 record over four seasons.
Mefford is from Louisville, Kentucky, and
played collegiately at Division I Samford
University from 2003 to 2006.

Golf teams win pair of tournaments
To say 2016 has been kind to St. Mary’s
Golf would be an understatement.
The Rattler women opened the spring
semester by winning its own tournament
in February, the St. Mary’s Lady Rattler
Invite, while Kelly Contreras also finished
atop the individual leaderboard for her first
career victory.
A week later, the St. Mary’s men won the
St. Mary’s Men’s Invitational by besting the
13-team field by 22 strokes.

Lasting bonds of brotherhood

(and barbecue)
by Robin J. Johnson (B.A. ’11, M.A. ’13)

J

experienced as a war veteran, and he also
grew close to fellow veterans on campus.
Rankin helped establish the St. Mary’s
Student Veterans Organization (SVO)
and served as its second president.
Rankin credits St. Mary’s and the
SVO for making it easier for a war
veteran to pursue higher education, his
military service for giving him the focus
to complete his degree, and his awardwinning barbecue for helping him land
his new job.
Under the team name “10 PT BBQ,”
Rankin and his wife, Stacey, have won
numerous competitions across Texas,
and he is a certified judge for the National
Barbecue Association. Awards aren’t
the only thing Rankin has picked up at
barbecue competitions; he also learned
about the opportunity at GeoSolutions
by networking at those events.
Rankin won’t divulge his secrets of his
championship barbecue, but he does have
an important message for veterans.
“I would ask the veterans to take the
time to meet the SVO,” Rankin said.
“The SVO is veterans trying to help
veterans. No one knows a veteran better
than a veteran.”
Fresh out of college and now on a
career path, Rankin holds close what
helped get him there.
“In the long run, I want to be able
to give back and make a lasting tradition
for more veterans and hopefully continue
the help and outreach of the SVO at
St. Mary’s.” ■

Photo by Josh Huskin

eff Rankin (B.S. ’15) has
formed life-changing bonds
throughout his life: in the Air
Force, at St. Mary’s University,
and even during barbecue
cooking competitions.
Each of these relationships
played a role in helping the
Iraq War veteran transition
from active duty, to college,
and then to a new job just
two days after earning
his Environmental Science degree in
December 2015.
He once protected Air Force One
for Presidents Bill Clinton and George
W. Bush; Rankin now protects the
environment as an environmental
consultant and inspector for
GeoSolutions Inc. in Bracken.
As a member of the 89th Presidential
Security Detachment, Rankin traveled
to 32 countries while active duty. He was
medically separated from the Air Force
in 2005, two years after being deployed
to Iraq at the start of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. He started his own towing
company but sold it after five and a half
years to begin college as a business major
at the University of Texas at San Antonio.
But something was missing — a
brotherhood. Rankin soon found one
after transferring to St. Mary’s.
“At St. Mary’s, you are somebody.
You’re not just a number,” Rankin said.
He quickly felt a bond with the St.
Mary’s community. His professors helped
him through the “good and bad times” he

Photo by Caroline Petters
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Joan Lamm-Tennant is a dual graduate
and former professor at St. Mary's. Her
husband, William J. Tennant Jr. (J.D. ’76)
is a graduate of the St. Mary's School of
Law. They have two daughters, Lauren
and Kristen, whom Lamm-Tennant credits
with keeping her anchored to what is
important in life.

The Business

of helping
by Jasmine DeLeon (B.A. ’11, M.A. ’15)
Joan Lamm-Tennant believes hard work should pay off. But she also
knows that for many hard-working people living in poverty, disaster can
be just one drought season or medical emergency away.
For a small farmer tending just a few rows of corn in a rural area of
Africa, the weather will dictate his ability to grow the crop and support
his family that year. Lamm-Tennant’s goal isn’t to give a handout, but
to give those who are already barely getting by a chance to overcome
challenges.
“If a drought occurs, the family is without food and, likely, the farmer
is burdened to work in other capacities to pay back the loan needed to
buy more seed,” she said.
And that is where she is ready to help.

A second career
Lamm-Tennant (B.B.A. ’74, M.B.A. ’77) had a successful 18-year
academic career as a professor, earning tenure first at her alma mater,
St. Mary’s University, and then at Villanova University. Though now
a Senior Fellow at the Wharton Risk Management and Decisions
Processes Center at the University of Pennsylvania, for Lamm-Tennant
university teaching is just the start. A second career path led to a second
passion in the growing industry of microinsurance.
Microinsurance provides insurance designed for low-income
individuals with little savings who are at risk of suffering losses due to
unexpected events, such as natural disasters and illhealth. In such cases,
she said, many of these low-income individuals would “fall back to the
bottom of the economic pyramid” were it not for these insurance plans
with much lower premiums than traditional insurance.
“Microinsurance can provide (money for) reseeding or loan
forgiveness in the case of the drought,” she said.
During a sabbatical from teaching finance and investments in the
1990s, Lamm-Tennant explored new ground by taking her academic
research into industry and caught the attention of the CEO of General
Reinsurance, who was interested in implementing the risk-based
investment strategy central to her research.
Reinsurance is a way for insurance companies to share risk by

purchasing insurance policies from one another. In case of disaster,
the practice spreads the risk among multiple insurance companies.
“The opportunity to put published work to test was fascinating,”
she said.
After a brief return to academia, Lamm-Tennant was drawn back into
the corporate world when General Reinsurance invited her to lead an
advisory group and work with financial institutions around the world.

Leading a consortium
Recognizing the need for small-premium insurance protection and
risk protection, Lamm-Tennant stepped into the emerging market of
microinsurance and held a variety of positions, including senior vice
president of General Reinsurance Corp. and president of General Re
Capital Consultants.
In 2015, Lamm-Tennant became the CEO of Blue Marble
Microinsurance in New York, a consortium of eight companies
collaborating to innovate solutions that protect the underserved.
Her passion for the field of risk management also drew in one of her
daughters, Lauren, who now works as venture design leader for Blue
Marble Microinsurance.
Lamm-Tennant explains that financial inclusion alone will not solve
the complex ecosystem of poverty, which also includes education and
health care needs. But having access to credit, savings and protection can
help overcome the gaps.
Blue Marble Microinsurance is a “mission-driven business, and this is
quite powerful in enabling eight distinct companies with distinct cultures
to work collaboratively,” she said.
This mission is also critical for families struggling to overcome
poverty and unexpected hardships.
Lamm-Tennant said microinsurance requires low-cost distribution
channels, typically made possible by technology, but it also requires
“focus, innovative thinking, and new products designed to meet the
inhibitors of economic progression” — small but crucial steps toward
a significant goal. ■
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robot
by Alex Z. Salinas (B.A. ’11)
Matteo Borri (B.S. ’07) has clear ideas for the future of his robotbuilding company. Stay small enough that customer interaction is
personal. Create high-quality, tough machines that find new ways to get
things done — from projects as small as delivering a pizza to those as big
as building custom sensors for NASA.
Oh, and never, ever, come to work in a tie. (A sticky note on a
whiteboard reminds the staff, in case anyone is tempted.)
Borri is co-founder of Robots Everywhere, a company in San Rafael,
California, that specializes in making “affordable autonomous robots.”
Since opening in 2008, they have made autonomous navigation systems
used on sailboats, surveyor boats, airplanes, indoor and outdoor land
vehicles, and submarines, to name a few. In simplest terms, autonomous
navigation systems use sensors and electronics so that a machine can
function without a human telling it what to do or how to get somewhere.
And it’s proving popular; they have about 1,000 clients.
“We like to work with hobbyists, and high schools and community
colleges that would not be able to afford things like a laser cutter or a
long-range autonomous rover if we didn’t make them the way we know
how,” Borri said. But some of their clients are quite large, such as the
Mars Society and NASA.
1 2 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

Borri fondly remembers receiving an email from
a NASA senior scientist whose research focused
on the evolution of the solar system and the origin
of life. He needed help developing sensors using
Android phone technology. Other organizations
that have subcontracted Robots Everywhere include
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Navy and the TV show
MythBusters where, for one episode, Borri assisted
hosts Adam Savage and Jamie Hyneman on an
accelerometer sensor.
In 2015, his company’s services were requested
by Inertia-Labs, another robotics company that has
competed on ABC’s recently revived series BattleBots.
Robots Everywhere was given the task of building
electronics and writing firmware for Interia-Labs’
battle robot, Bronco — a machine that could flip
other robots up to 9 feet in the air. Bronco advanced
to the semifinal round.
“Watching 200-pound battle robots slam
into each other from up close was an incredible
experience,” Borri said. “However, people should
know that most BattleBot builders are pacifists. I
wish TV showed more of that.”
Using technology for good is important to Borri.
Robots Everywhere helped an organization in Portugal by sending
them designs for advanced navigation systems — free of charge —
so they could remove landmines in Africa.
“My only regret with that is we weren’t more involved,” he said.
“I wish I could’ve been there helping out in person.”
A native of Verbania, Italy, Borri first heard about St. Mary’s
University from his Catholic high school principal. As a high school
senior, he was in the United States as an exchange student. When the
time came to apply for colleges, he narrowed it down to UCLA and
St. Mary’s.
“I spent a grand total of two days in Los Angeles,
and that city scared me,” he said. “So I went with
St. Mary’s.”
As a Computer Engineering major, Borri said he
was “fortunate enough to learn all sorts of skills like
woodworking, metalworking and operating a micromill
for electronics prototyping,” all of which have shaped the
way he thinks about his business today.
After graduating from St. Mary’s, he moved to California
for a job, and soon Borri and business partner Reason Bradley were
able to create Robots Everywhere.
Of the two shops that constitute Robots Everywhere, one of them
is also Borri’s house.
“It’s very much like in Italy where it’s common to live above your
workshop,” he said.
Borri lives frugally. He doesn’t own a TV, he still drives his “tank”
— a 1999 Mitsubishi pickup truck he uses to haul parts from local
distributors and warehouses — and for trips to the grocery store, he
rides a homemade electronic bike that is similar to a Vespa.
And for kicks, he’s even sent one of his rovers to a nearby pizzeria
a few times. He learned quickly to give the police department a
heads-up when doing this.
“It’s not every day you see a strange, potentially scary-looking
robot delivering pizza,” he said.
Borri said he’s looking to marginally expand Robots Everywhere
by adding a third workshop and doubling his employees.
After that, he’s not interested in much more growth.
“The whole locally produced thing doesn’t just apply to food, but
to technology as well,” he said. “And with the rebirth of shop class,
there’s a need for companies like us.” ■

It’s not every day you
see a strange, potentially
scary-looking robot
delivering pizza.
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Good

Alum is opening minds and doors for a
new generation of service-oriented students

Photos by Robin Jerstad

by Andrew Festa

A

mir Samandi didn’t plan to start a
nonprofit that takes young people
on life-changing trips around
the world. It just happened. A classroom
conversation provided the spark.
Samandi (B.A. ’02) is a ninth grade
world geography teacher at the Lee High
School STEM Academy in San Antonio,
but two years ago he was teaching at
STEM Academy at Nimitz Middle School.
One of his students, a girl named Julie,
spotted a Paris travel brochure on his desk
one day. Innocently, she asked, “Sir, will
you take us to the Eiffel Tower?”
“Oh, it’s not that simple,” he replied
initially, and listed obligations that would
put up roadblocks: their parents, his
wife and kids, their schooling, his job.
Undaunted, Julie responded, “We’ll go ask
our parents, and you go ask your wife.”
The next day, each student came back
with a different answer, ranging from
“We can’t afford it” to “If I haven’t been to
Paris, you’re not going to Paris.” Samandi
wasn’t surprised, given that Nimitz (and
Lee) is attended by mostly economically
disadvantaged students. But the seed had
been planted, and it sprouted into Summer
of Service (SOS).
That summer, he managed to take a
small group of students to Peru. In 2015,
it was Greece and Italy. By the end of its
third year — and trips to London, Paris
and China — SOS will have brought

“I want to show
kids that through
service, they have
power.”
about 100 students, and parents, to
faraway places.
“It’s important to take these kids out
of their everyday scenery,” Samandi said.
“They hardly ever get to visit La Cantera,
let alone Dallas. Paris? They haven’t even
been to Paris, Texas.”
SOS accepts students from sixth to
12th grade, divides them into servicelearning cohorts and assigns a leader
to guide them through monthly service
projects, team-building activities and
leadership exercises, as well as training
in cross-cultural understanding, conflict
resolution and travel safety. These
year-round experiences, combined with
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1. Citlali Blas, an eighth-grader at the
STEM Academy, was the first to receive a
full scholarship from SOS. She went with
the group to Italy and Greece in 2015. 2.
Aidan Brockman, a ninth-grader, helps pick
up trash under Highway 281 during the
Basura Bash cleanup. 3. Madeline Fuentes,
a STEM seventh-grader, her mom Cecilia,
Amir Samandi and his son Rafael pose for a
picture before starting the Basura Bash.

2

3

a traditional classroom education, prepare
students for the summer trips abroad.
“Our main focus is to teach students about
the world they live in, build stronger and more
compassionate individuals, and give them the
opportunity to see the world firsthand,” said
Diana Crow, an SOS parent and board member.
SOS isn’t exclusively for low-income
students, but emphasis is placed on helping
those youth. Travelers pay for their own trips,
but the program assists with fundraisers and
small scholarships. SOS raised $5,500 in
scholarships in 2015, thanks to hard work and
cobbling together small donations, Samandi
said. SOS is funded entirely by donors,
although it did recently win a $2,500 grant.
“Just because you’re lower income doesn’t
mean you don’t have power,” Samandi said.
“I want to show kids that through service,
they have power.”
He knows firsthand the transformational
power of traveling abroad — and the
disappointment of not having the chance.
As a child, Samandi had a chance to visit
Tahiti, but his parents couldn't afford such a
trip. He didn’t have another opportunity until
he attended St. Mary’s and saw a sign for the
London Study Abroad program, led then by the
Rev. Conrad Kaczkowski, S.M.

This time, he knew he had to do it.
“That experience forever changed the
trajectory of my life,” Samandi said. “The
experience helped me come alive. What I
was learning in the classroom made more
sense to me.”
No longer was he an undeclared major.
He decided to study International Relations,
which propelled him to a master’s degree
in International Affairs and a job in the
Department of State under Colin Powell.
His career path eventually turned to teaching,
and he returned to St. Mary’s as an adjunct
professor of International Relations.
Samandi said St. Mary’s taught him the
student-leadership model that’s now at the
heart of the SOS mission: Learn, Serve, Explore.
As for exploring, the program takes
traditional learning and enhances it like
nothing else can. These students have stood at
the Parthenon, walked the ruins of the Oracle
at Delphi, trekked through Macchu Picchu and
served in a Peruvian orphanage.
Students immerse themselves in seeing how
other people live, learning new languages and
cultures, and gaining perspective on real-life
issues. The service projects and international
trips make them ready to put what they’ve
learned into action.

“I see a marked difference in their approach
to their place in the world,” Samandi said.
“Opportunities are out there they didn’t even
know existed. They realize what they do in the
classroom really does matter. They say, ‘We
were there! We stood right there!’”
The Colosseum in Rome left many students
in awe.
“I could practically envision the epic battles
between gladiators, and the screaming crowds
the Colosseum housed many centuries ago,”
10th-grader Carla Carmona said. “It was
incredibly special because I could share this
experience with my friends.”
“Never before had I seen something I know
from history up close and personal,” said
seventh-grader Gabriel Eddy. “I will never
forget that.”
This boost of enthusiasm and confidence
benefits them as they mature, Samandi said.
The transition from middle to high school isn’t
as tough because they’ve held their own far
from home, doing stressful things like passing
through customs and flying on a plane for the
first time. In short, they’re more willing to step
out of their comfort zone.
That translates into serving their own
community. SOS collaborates with organizations
including the San Antonio Food Bank, Basura
continued, next page

1

2
1. The SOS group touring
the Vatican, during the
-=2015 trip to Italy and
Greece.
2. Samandi, middle, stands
with Taylor Crow, a STEM
ninth-grader, and his son
Gabriel during the 2014 trip
to Peru. 3. The group stops
for a photo in front of the
Colosseum in Rome.

3
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Bash, Raul Jimenez Thanksgiving Dinner, the
Green Spaces Alliance and the Together We
Rise foster care organization.
Carmona said her peers always had a heart
for service, but they didn’t know how to get
involved. SOS gave them a push in the right
direction. The result wasn’t just a warm, fuzzy
feeling, she said, the program also taught them
communications, teamwork and problem
solving skills that will help make them “future
global citizens.”
“I see the impact in the lives of the young
people who so selflessly give their time and
energy to so many worthwhile causes,” said
Carmona’s father, Carlos Carmona. “Honestly,
how many young people are willing to give up
entire days on a weekend to help people they
don’t know?”
SOS parent Diana Crow echoed that
sentiment.
“Summer of Service has benefited my
daughter, Taylor, in many ways,” she said.

“It has given her the opportunity not only to
grow as a person, but also to give back to our
community and help others in need. Traveling
abroad has created a more independent
individual who embraces diversity.”
Last year, the White House recognized
SOS for its “Make it Happen” effort, which
encourages youth social entrepreneurship. The
initiative seeks to help create more of these
student-led opportunities during the
next five years. The first project was launched
by a seventh-grader, raising $1,000 and 3,000
diapers for the Texas Diaper Bank.
“We’re just the enabler,” Samandi said.
“Summer of Service is here to empower these
kids. Given the chance, they can take it and run
with it.”
Momentum is building, and SOS is
branching out to college students, with a group
of St. Mary’s faculty and students planning to
go to Haiti on a service mission of their own.

“I want Summer of Service San Antonio to be
a model concept,” Samandi said. “I want to see
measureable results for improved outcomes for
graduation, college attendance and community
involvement. Then, spread the project across
the country and use this as a catalyst to
improve outcomes for young people and their
communities.”
The upcoming trip to China was initiated
by the City of San Antonio’s International
Relations Department. Twenty-six students and
four teachers will tour schools and volunteer
with Chinese students this summer as they
visit Wuxi — a sister city of San Antonio — as
well as Shanghai, Beijing and the Great Wall. In
2017, Wuxi students will visit San Antonio for a
similar experience.
“It’s an eye-opener for the kids,” Samandi
said. “They learn so much. You’re not just
learning about the world, you’re learning about
yourself. You’re learning about your place in the
world. ■

“Never before had I seen
something I know from history
up close and personal,” said
seventh-grader Gabriel Eddy.
“I will never forget that.”

SOS Students at the Colosseum
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S T. M A R Y ’ S G R A D B E C O M E S Y O U N G E S T H E A D C O A C H
IN MEXICAN PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL HISTORY

by Jasmine DeLeon (B.A. ’11, M.A. ’15)
It might not seem like an obvious connection, but for Eric Weissling
(B.B.A. ’10), his St. Mary’s University business education is a perfect
match for his career as a professional basketball coach.
“Seeing, hearing and being involved with different ideas from
different students at St. Mary’s now correlates to my coaching,”
Weissling said.
“I can see different personality traits, characteristics and learning
processes that allow me to better coach the different kinds of
personalities on my teams. Chemistry building isn’t easy and takes work,
observation and the ability to understand others.”
What he learned in the Greehey School of Business helped prepare
him to become the youngest head coach in the history of professional
basketball in Mexico. He previously worked for the Russian national
team, the San Antonio Spurs, Halcones UV Xalapa (Liga Nacional
Baloncesto Professional), Mexico’s men’s senior national team, and the
Pioneros de los Mochis.
While he was an assistant coach for Mexico’s national team, the team

won the gold medal in the FIBA Americas tournament, the first time
Mexico had even qualified for the world championship since 1974.
The previous youngest coach to lead a Mexican pro team now works
for the NBA’s Washington Wizards. That coach was 31 when he took his
head coaching job. Weissling is 28.
And he isn’t planning any timeouts.
When he isn’t putting together players, coaching staff and his team’s
budget for the 2016 season, he is working on a master’s degree in
coaching education and athlete development.
“For me, this master’s program is vital because it is sport-specific, and
allows me to really get into detail on coaching philosophies, leadership
development, athlete development and sport-specific ethics and values,”
Weissling said.
There’s still more to come from Weissling.
“It’s going to be a fun season with a lot of expectations and an
opportunity to do something that no one else has — win a championship
as a head coach under the age of 30.” ■
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The Law Clinics at 25

Law alums represent clinical program’s legacy
by Jennifer R. Lloyd

Attorneys always remember their first experience in court. Staying up late preparing arguments the night before.
Buttoning up his or her best suit with shaky fingers. Trying desperately not to forget the correct response when the judge calls the docket.
At the St. Mary’s University School of Law, the three clinical programs in criminal justice, civil justice, and immigration and human rights
are not just the conduit through which budding lawyers represent their first clients and gain their initial — sometimes nerve-wracking — exposure
to the court system. They also embody the heart of the School of Law’s commitment to service and social justice, and, in 2015, marked 25 years
of offering legal help to those in need.
During that time, the clinic has provided representation in more than 10,000 cases — from civil custody issues to wrongful criminal convictions —
for clients in both financial and legal need. On the following pages, you’ll find the stories of four attorneys who, among the 1,700 attorneys who have
participated in clinical courses over the years, have helped shape the clinics’ impressive legacy.

The Hon. Karin Crump
Civil Justice Clinic Alumna
Presiding judge of the 250th District Court in Travis County
From inexperienced undergraduate
to seasoned alumna, the Hon. Karin Crump
( J.D. ’97), Presiding Judge of the 250th
District Court in Travis County, credits the
clinical program for the significant role it
played in her transformation.
“The Civil Justice Clinic really gave me
the opportunity to meet members of our
community who were going through the
hardest times of their lives, who were truly
desperate to have a voice and who otherwise
wouldn’t have had that voice, with matters that
were … life altering — their children, their
homes and their livelihoods,” Crump said.
While she and her classmates were
providing legal services to clients in need,
she said the clients helped the law students
tremendously in their own way.
“They gave us the experiences that
we would otherwise not have had before
graduation, the real, hands-on courtroom
and trial experiences that so few lawyers
receive before they’re licensed,” she said.
Though Crump said she interned at
the Bexar County District Attorney’s Office
and several law firms, “it was at the clinical
program that I believed best trained me
2 0 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u

for my first job as a lawyer.”
Crump recalled her supervising attorney
at the clinic asking her if she was willing to
take a case that would require a lot of effort.
Up for the challenge, Crump was greeted with
boxes and boxes of materials related to a case
seeking to terminate parental rights. The case
involved a family of four in which the mother
was accused of burning her daughter with an
iron and the father was accused of knowing
about the abuse but not intervening. Their son
was not directly abused but observed it. Crump
represented the children’s aunt, who had been
caring for them for several years.

It helps me every day
to think back on the clinical
experiences and remember how
hard it is to go through that.
“We knew that it was in the best interest
of these kids to live with this aunt who had
been taking care of them so well,” said Crump,
but, at the time, the case presented a unique
legal challenge because the father had not

directly abused the children and the son
had not been directly abused.
Crump had the chance to argue the case
before the Fourth Court of Appeals, which
upheld the trial court’s decision to terminate
parental rights. Eventually, the aunt adopted
the children, and the case influenced Texas
law. She also still thinks about that family
and how their lives would have been different
if the clinic had not been there to take
the aunt’s case.
The experience prepared her for her first
position with a Dallas firm. The firm had
enough confidence in her advocacy abilities
that she was sent to her first trial the day she
became licensed. She eventually opened her
own practice and then became a mediator
before being elected to the bench in 2014.
As a judge she deals with landlord-tenant
issues, divorces, name changes and other cases
similar to those of the clinical program.
Many of those who come before her now
are cases that remind her of the clients she
represented at the clinic.
“It helps me every day to think back on the
clinical experiences and remember how hard it
is to go through that.”

Photo by Josh Huskin
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Marisol Pérez
Immigration and Human Rights Clinic Alumna
Immigration attorney and partner at De Mott, McChesney, Curtright & Armendáriz LLP in San Antonio
On an evening in December 2000,
Marisol Pérez recalled gathering in prayer
for the resolution of a case the School
of Law’s Immigration and Human Rights
Clinic had filed on behalf of factory workers
from Matamoros, Mexico.
Pérez ( J.D. ’00), then a law student in the
Immigration and Human Rights Clinic course,
joined with fellow law students, professors,
community leaders and maquiladora workers
outside the San Fernando Cathedral. There
they held the prayer service in advance of
a hearing with the National Administrative
Office, an administrative body which heard
workers’ complaints arising from the North
American Free Trade Agreement, or NAFTA.
During the hearing, workers testified to
unsafe working conditions and serious health
concerns at auto supply factories in Mexico.
Pérez said these legal complaints paved the
way for reform in the maquiladora industry.
The experience was one of many that
bolstered Pérez on the path to becoming
an immigration attorney. Growing up in
San Angelo, she said her father was one
of the first Spanish-speaking lawyers in the
area and he had a family law practice in
which her whole family took part.

“He instilled (in me) the whole notion
of lawyering at a very young age, how service
was fundamental,” Pérez said.
Part of what drew her to St. Mary’s Law
was the clinical program, which she expected
to not only train her to work in the law, but
also “they were going to immerse us in the
community, and they certainly did that.”
“It’s a very holistic approach to lawyering
and that’s a real gift that we receive as law
students,” said Pérez, who recalled sometimes
driving her clinic clients to court because they
did not have access to a vehicle, and being
taught by experts and scholars, such as Clinical
Professor of Law Lee J. Terán.
Many of the attributes she learned
through the clinic are qualities she’s carried
with her into her career, previously working
as an immigrants’ rights attorney handling
litigation and legislative matters for nine
states with the Southwest Regional Office of
the Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, or MALDEF, and now as a
2 2 | w w w. s t m a r y t x . e d u
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Lawyering is loving.
Loving the law. Loving the
fight. Loving your client.
Loving the pursuit of justice.

partner at De Mott, McChesney, Curtright &
Armendáriz LLP in San Antonio.
The clinic faculty “taught us to really defend
our clients,” Pérez said. “They taught us to
listen to our clients, which is so fundamental
but sometimes lawyers don’t listen to their
clients. They taught us to learn from our clients’
experiences, to be fearless.”

“Lawyering is loving,” said Pérez,
summing up the lesson learned from her time
at St. Mary’s Law. “Loving the law. Loving
the fight. Loving your client. Loving the
pursuit of justice.”

Photo by John Davidson

Sam and Jeb Lock
Criminal Justice Clinic Alumni
Criminal Defense Attorneys and Solo Practitioners
Brothers Sam Lock ( J.D. ’98) and
Jeb Lock ( J.D. ’05) still recall the first cases
they handled while students in the St. Mary’s
Law Criminal Justice Clinic — from traffic
tickets to alleged assaults.
Jeb Lock, who has a private criminal
defense practice in San Antonio and is
a part-time judge for the Bexar County
Magistrate, said his first case resulted
in a dismissal of an assault causing bodily
injury. He remembered how happy and
appreciative his client was of his work.
“That let me know what defending
people accused of crimes is really all about
and how much satisfaction we can receive
from doing our job,” he said.
His older brother Sam Lock had a less
favorable view of the court system before
he began the clinical program. While in
high school, Sam Lock said he had been
a complainant in a case and thought court
was awful.
“What a terrible place to be every day,” he
said of his first impression of the legal system.
But “learning how to navigate the system

through the clinic gave me a very different
perspective,” he said. “To be there to stick up
for somebody else, that’s what drives me,
and that started in the clinic.”
Sam Lock came into law school knowing
he wanted to be a courtroom lawyer and
also knowing he wanted to take part in
the clinical program, which solidified his
ideas about what it means to practice law, and
assured him that it was his calling. Now Sam
Lock is a criminal defense attorney whose
practice extends from San Antonio into
Guadalupe, Comal and Hays counties.
Sam Lock said working with Clinical
Professor of Law Stephanie Stevens and
her husband and criminal defense attorney
Mark Stevens, who is an adjunct with the
clinic, was inspirational.
“It’s not only that they put out people
who are good lawyers, but those people are
also loyal to the ideals of the clinic and
criminal defense in particular,” Sam Lock said.
Jeb Lock said he can easily spot new
attorneys in the courthouse who have gone
through the clinical program.

“You can see the extra work they’re putting
into their cases and the preparation they put
into the motions they are filing and arguing,”
Jeb Lock said.

To be there to stick up
for somebody else, that’s
what drives me, and that
started in the clinic.
Sam Lock said countless people, beyond
the clinic clients, have been affected by the
work of the clinic, when you include the family
members of those helped and the many clients
who have knocked on the doors of lawyers
who have graduated from the clinical program.
“It’s hard, as you go on through your career,
to remember the ideal. But there’s such a clear
picture presented of it” through the clinic that
the lesson stays embedded, Sam Lock said.
“You learn to stick up for people who don’t
have the ability to stick up for themselves.” ■
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CLASSNOTES alumni news
1948
Capt. Sylvester Marty Shelton, U.S. Navy, Ret., B.S.,
Georgetown, founder and CEO of Shelton
Communications, earned a Finalist Award in the
National Indie Excellence Awards competition for his
new action-adventure novel, Abyssinia.

1956
Lt. Col. David Rilling, U.S. Marine Corps, Ret., B.A.,
Gaffney, S.C., retired from Limestone College as vice
president of financial affairs after 29 years of service.

1965
The Hon. Alma L. Lopez, Ret., B.B.A., J.D. ’68, Natalia,
received the Leadership Award from the San Antonio
Independent School District during its fifth annual
Inspire Awards Gala.

1967
The Hon. Lawrence E. “Larry” Noll, B.A., J.D. ’72,
San Antonio, co-chair of the Community Justice
Program, was honored by the St. Mary’s University
School of Law’s Carlos Cadena Legal Dining Society
for his contribution to the community and his
commitment to pro bono legal service.

1969

Communities grant, has developed quality, satisfying
recipes that reduce the levels of sodium for program
participants of the Senior Nutrition Program.
Thomas H. Veitch, J.D., San Antonio, was honored
by the San Antonio Business Journal as one of San
Antonio’s prominent attorneys during its 2015
Outstanding Lawyers Awards event.

1974
Sara E. Dysart, B.A., J.D. ’81, San Antonio, received
the President’s Award from the San Antonio
Bar Association.
John M. Quiñones, B.A., New York, received the
Service Award from the San Antonio Independent
School District during its fifth annual Inspire Awards
Gala.
Kathy Sosa, B.A., M.A. ’01, San Antonio, a nationally
recognized artist, is one of five St. Mary’s alumnae
inducted into the San Antonio Women’s Hall of Fame
in spring 2016. Sosa was recognized in the Creative
Arts category.

1975
John A. Heller, J.D., San Antonio, is of counsel with the
firm of Fisher & Phillips, which is a management-side
labor and employment law firm.

Jose Angél Gutierrez, Ph.D., M.A., Dallas, has been
named Professor Emeritus at the University of
Arlington, where he has taught since 1993. While
there, he founded the Center for Mexican American
Studies; created Tejano Voices, an oral history archive
featuring more than 200 interviews; and initiated a
service learning program to train students on how to
register voters and conduct elections.

1976

1970

Brent Helms, J.D., Tomball, is an attorney with the
Houston offices of Jackson Walker LLP.

Karen R. Johnson, J.D., Austin, the St. Mary’s School
of Law’s 1993 Distinguished Law Graduate, has been
awarded the Austin Bar Foundation’s Distinguished
Lawyer Award.

1971
Barbara B. Gentry, B.A., San Antonio, retired senior
vice president of USAA and president of the USAA
Foundation, is one of five St. Mary’s University
alumnae inducted into the San Antonio Women’s Hall
of Fame in spring 2016. Gentry was recognized in the
Volunteerism category.

1972
Jose F. Vasquez, B.A., Wauwatosa, Wis., has been
named president of St. Anthony of Padua School in
Milwaukee. It is the largest Catholic K-12 parental
choice school in the nation.

1973
J. “Rick” Aleman, B.B.A., San Antonio, founder,
president and CEO of Selrico Services Inc., which
provides the city’s senior and summer lunch programs,
with funding from the CDC Sodium Reduction in
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Timothy T. “Ty” Griesenbeck Jr., J.D., San Antonio, was
honored by the San Antonio Business Journal as one
of San Antonio’s prominent attorneys during its 2015
Outstanding Lawyers Awards event.

1979

1980
The Hon. Sandee Bryan Marion, J.D., San Antonio,
chief justice of the Fourth Court of Appeals and cochair of the Community Justice Program, is one of five
St. Mary’s University alumnae inducted into the San
Antonio Women’s Hall of Fame in spring 2016. Marion
was recognized in the Civic Leadership category.

1981
Laurence S. Kurth, J.D., San Antonio, was honored
by the San Antonio Business Journal as one of San
Antonio’s prominent attorneys during its 2015
Outstanding Lawyers Awards event.

1982
The Hon. Catherine M. Stone, J.D., San Antonio, was
honored by the San Antonio Business Journal as one
of San Antonio’s prominent attorneys during its 2015
Outstanding Lawyers Awards event.
John E. Trout, M.S., New Braunfels, retired from
Boeing, where he was an operations analyst.

1983
The Hon. Phylis Speedlin, J.D., San Antonio, retired
justice of the Fourth Court of Appeals, founder of
the San Antonio Adoption Awareness Center and
co-founder of the Community Justice Program, is one
of five St. Mary’s University alumnae inducted into the
San Antonio Women’s Hall of Fame in spring 2016.
Speedlin was recognized in the Innovation category.

1984
John W. Dietrich Jr., M.A., Flower Mound, has retired
from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection agency,
where he was an immigration inspector.

1985
Jeffrey C. Grass, B.A., J.D. ’93, Plano, managing
member of Jeffrey C. Grass & Associates, had his
article McFadden v. United States: Deconstructing
Synthetic Drug Laws published in the May 2015 issue
of Champion Magazine, a monthly publication of the
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.
Lisa (VanLeeuwen) London, B.B.A., Sanford, N.C., had
her latest book and debut novel, Darker the Night, a
story of a young Catholic woman growing up in Hitler’s
Germany, released in February.

1986
Pamela (Alsop) Bowen, B.B.A., Ballwin, Mo., received
the 2015 St. Louis Catholic Youth Council Athletic
Association Soccer Service Award, given in recognition
of service to the sport of soccer and to the young
people of the CYC program.
Robert J. Schmidt, B.A., Edinburg, after serving four
years as first principal of Juan Diego Academy in
Mission, has been named president and principal of the
Academy.

1987
Belinda B. Echartea, B.S., Phoenix, is supervisor of the
Fluorescence in situ Hybridization (FISH) Department
at Integrated Oncology, LabCorp. FISH is used to
determine the presence of a known or suspected
abnormal cell caused by leukemia, lymphomas and
other hematopoietic malignancies.

1988
Kimberly Cauthorn, J.D., Shavano Park, has moved
back to San Antonio after living in Houston for the
past 27 years.
Paul Combest, B.B.A., San Antonio, is the director of
operations for Central Catholic High School.

1989
Newton J. “Newt” Courtney, Ph.D., B.B.A., San
Antonio, is CEO of N&M Consulting.

1990
William “Doug” Bineham, J.D., San Antonio, a member
of the Board of Directors for the St. Mary’s University
Law Alumni Association, has been elected president of
the Mexican-American Bar Association.

Law Week and Reunion
Come to learn. Stay for the camaraderie.
Join alumni, faculty, current students and prospective
students as the St. Mary’s University School of Law
starts a new tradition.
To RSVP and see the full schedule, visit law.stmarytx.edu/law-week.
For more information, contact Collanne Bramblett West at
cwest1@stmarytx.edu or 210-436-3774.

Schedule Highlights
Wednesday, March 30, 2016
Nuts and Bolts of International Law
Seminar and Networking Lunch
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sarita Kenedy East Law Library

Thursday, March 31, 2016
Law Clinic Open House
5 to 7 p.m.
The Center for Legal
and Social Justice
Student Bar Association Fundraising
Concert featuring Sam Riggs
8 p.m.
John T. Floore’s Country Store

Friday, April 1, 2016
Faculty Presentations
3 to 5 p.m.
Law Classrooms Building

Saturday, April 2, 2016
Student Bar Association
Alumni Golf Tournament
8 a.m.
The Quarry Golf Club
Anna Benavides Galo, B.A., Laredo, has been appointed
by Gov. Greg Abbott to the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission for a term that expires in 2019. Galo is
vice president of ANB Cattle Co. and a co-trustee of
her family’s mineral trust.

the Incarnate Word, has begun a doctoral program in
Higher Education Administration and Organizational
Change at Benedictine University.

1991

Jacob B. Henry, J.D., Houston, has joined Blank Rome
LLP as of counsel in the firm’s intellectual property and
technology group.

Stuart W. Bowen Jr., J.D., Austin, has been named
inspector general of the Texas Health and Human
Services Commission.
Karla A. Fisher, B.A., M.A. ’97, Beebe, Ark., has been
named Chancellor at Arkansas State UniversityBeebe, a public two-year college system in central
Arkansas.
Heidi (Lange) Galito, Ph.D., B.A., M.A., Katy, is a
political consultant with her own firm, H.M. Lange
Consulting Inc.
The Hon. Karen H. Pozza, J.D., San Antonio, judge
of the 407th District Court and co-founder of the
Community Justice Program, is one of five St. Mary’s
University alumnae inducted into the San Antonio
Women’s Hall of Fame in spring 2016. Pozza was
recognized in the Law category.

1994

Melissa A. Herrera, B.A., San Antonio, is a branch
manager for Firstmark Credit Union.

1995
Judy Johnson-Kinlaw, B.A., San Antonio, enterprise
digital lead channel manager at USAA, reports
that that her oldest son will turn 21 in June and her
daughters are ages 8 and 6. She and her husband are
thankful and pay it forward however they can to help
others, which St. Mary’s inspired them to do.
Patricia Ann Larremore, M.A., Midland, is a senior
landman for COG Operating LLC.
Erin McAuliffe Killian, B.A., J.D. ’98, San Antonio, is
managing counsel for labor and employment at CST
Brands Inc.

1993

1996

Elisabeth T. (Filut) Villarreal, B.A., M.A. ’00, San
Antonio, director of campus ministry at University of

Margarita (Acebedo) DeLeon, B.B.A., San Antonio, is a
payroll specialist at Rackspace.

Law Alumni All-class
Reunion Reception
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Law Courtyard
See complete list of Homecoming
Weekend events on Page 28.

Glynn E. Newman, M.P.A., Dallas, a Professor of
Political Science at Eastfield College, has authored
a book titled American Government and Public Policy
Today.

1997
Jose E. Molina, B.B.A., Palos Altos, Calif., is regional
vice president of the Southwest region for Expeditors
International of Washington Inc., based in Los Angeles.
Jeffrey C. Shaw, J.D., Pueblo, Colo., has been selected
by the Pueblo Economic Development Corp. to serve
as its president and chief executive officer.

1998
Russel D. “Rusty” Boles, J.D., Round Rock, has been
appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott to the Brazos River
Authority Board of Directors for a term that expires
in 2017.
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1999

2003

Reinette King, M.B.A., San Antonio, a professional
health consultant, assists clients with making lifestyle
choices to achieve and maintain a healthy life. This
past summer, she was approved by San Antonio
City Council to serve on the Zoning Commission for
Council District 10.

Nancy M. Calzada-Atilano, B.A., B.B.A., Pearland, and
her husband Andres Atilano Jr., welcome daughter
Olivia Alissandra Atilano, born Feb. 17, 2015.

Sonia M. Rodriguez, J.D., San Antonio, a partner at
Branton | Hall | Rodriguez | Cruz PC, received the
2015 Reich Chandler Outstanding Advocate Award by
the Texas Trial Lawyers Association, which is given each
year to one advocate who exemplifies a commitment
to ethics and professionalism in the practice of law and
a dedication to family, faith and tradition.
The Hon. Fred T. Van Soelen, J.D., Clovis, N.M., is a
district judge for the Ninth Judicial District Court.

2000
Isela L. Diaz, B.S., San Antonio, is a safety and
environmental health specialist with the San Antonio
Water System.

Steven R. Hollingsworth, J.D., Houston, has joined
personal injury law firm Abraham, Watkins, Nichols,
Sorrels, Agosto & Friend as an associate attorney.

2004
Jose J. Cruz II, B.A., San Antonio, is an enforcement
agent for the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission.
Maricela De La Cruz, B.A., San Antonio, welcomes son
Alejandro V. De La Cruz.
Marina (Alderete) Gavito, B.B.A., San Antonio, is
executive director of Tech Bloc, a local advisory group
unifying the city’s tech community and working on
issues that are of interest to the tech community. She
and her husband, George Gavito, B.B.A., welcome
Marielle Ilyana Gavito, born Nov. 26, 2014.

Brian E. Kennedy, B.A., Austin, has opened a private
psychotherapy practice in south Austin.

Natalina (Pizzi) Martinez, B.B.A., M.B.A. ’05, San
Antonio, and Alex A. Martinez, Ph.D., B.A., welcome
Annika Alexa Martinez, born June 8, 2015.

Anna M. (Villarreal) Sanchez, B.A., Albuquerque,
N.M., is the director of the National Hispanic Cultural
Center Foundation based in Albuquerque.

Stacee L. Reicherzer, M.A., Ph.D. ’06, Chicago, is a
writer, and she reports her first piece will be featured in
Family Circle magazine this spring.

2001
U.S. Air Force Col. Dean A. Clothier, M.B.A.,
Alexandria, Va., works at the Pentagon as cyberspace
division chief for the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) J6,
responsible for crafting and implementing JCS policy
and standards for cyber defenses and cybersecurity,
training and equipping the Department of Defense
(DoD) Cyber Mission Force, and implementing the
Secretary of Defense’s DoD cyber strategy objectives.
Melissa J. Garcia, J.D., Laredo, has been selected as
associate judge to the Webb County district, a newly
created position.

Jessica M. Harbin, B.A., M.A. ’10, Plano, and Brad
Maddern married Aug. 8, 2015.
Laura M. Krzesienski, J.D., Houston, is an associate
attorney with Stewart Guss, Attorney at Law.
Nathan A. Leavitt, J.D., San Francisco, an aviation
finance attorney with Holland & Knight, has been
promoted from associate to partner in its San
Francisco office.

2005

Jennifer R. Finch, J.D., Plano, is an associate attorney
with the Weeks Law Firm, where she specializes in
estate planning and special needs planning.

Jennifer L. Padgett, J.D., Santa Fe, N.M., has been
appointed district attorney for the First Judicial
District by Gov. Susana Martinez.

2006
Kavita K. Bhalla, B.A., M.A. ’10, J.D. ’11, Dallas, has
accepted an in-house position with Allstate.
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Andres A. Cuellar, B.B.A., San Antonio, started his
business, Texas Professional Painting, in 2010 and
reports that after five years business is booming due
in large part to the knowledge obtained while an
Entrepreneurial Business major at St. Mary’s.

2008

Danielle D. (De La Cruz) Bombek, B.A., Castroville,
and husband Mike Bombek, welcome Aniela Raquel
Bombek, born Oct. 22, 2015.

Gabriela (Moreno) Saenz, B.A., Austin, vice president
for advocacy and public policy for CHRISTUS Health,
is among Modern Healthcare’s 2015 class of Up and
Comers. The magazine annually honors 12 emerging
leaders age 40 or under who have made significant
contributions in the areas of health care administration,
management or policy early in their careers. She also
was honored in 2015 as one of “Tomorrow’s Leaders”
by the Catholic Health Association of the United States.

2007

U.S. Army Maj. Steven M. Schnurr, B.B.A., stationed
in Europe, is chief of the Plans and Operations Branch
for the U.S. Army Europe G8, Financial Management.

2002

Kathleen Longi, B.B.A., M.A. ’11, Shreveport, La., is
a federal examiner for the National Credit Union
Administration.

John W. Shaw, J.D., Fort Worth, has joined the
Parker Law Firm, where he concentrates on the
representation of people who have been injured
through the negligence of others.

The Hon. Arturo I. Martinez de Vara, M.A./J.D., Von
Ormy, was honored by the San Antonio Business
Journal as one of San Antonio’s prominent attorneys
during its 2015 Outstanding Lawyers Awards event.

Harry B. “Trey” Harris III, J.D., Fort Worth, president
of The Harris Law Firm, is a board-certified family law
attorney.

Leroy J. Esparza, B.A., San Antonio, is business owner of
LJE Music Lessons.

Jessica E. Ladage, B.A., St. Louis, graduated in May
from Old Dominion University with a Ph.D. in Applied
Experimental Psychology.

Joshua D. Ross, J.D., Trophy City, has been hired as an
associate attorney at Cantey Hanger LLP to practice
general civil litigation, health law and white collar
defense litigation.

Crystal (Marroquin) Perez, B.B.A., M.B.A. ’07, San
Antonio, and Jesse Perez Jr., B.B.A., M.B.A. ’07,
welcome Everett Rush Perez, born Jan. 20, 2015.

Phillip M. Borschow, B.A., El Paso, is a Chapter 13
Trustee for the Western District of Texas, serving as
case administrator and presiding officer.

Jessica E. (O’Con) Gonzales, B.B.A., San Antonio, and
Christopher R. Gonzales, B.B.A. ’05, welcome Gavin
Christopher Gonzales, born Sept. 10, 2015.

Arthur L. Bryan II, B.A., Houston, has been promoted
to project legal for Bechtel Oil, Gas and Chemicals
Inc., Project Franklin, where he is the junior counsel
responsible for a variety transactional matters,
including negotiations of the Engineering Procurement
Construction and Construction Management.
Andrea E. Carranco, B.B.A., M.A. ’15, San Antonio, and
Joseph Cavazos married Dec. 28, 2015.
John A. Figlan, M.A., Austin, retired from IBM, is
applying his Theology degree by teaching Bible and
Church History in St. Thomas More Parish.
Christopher J. Gelabert, M.D., B.S., San Antonio, is an
Assistant Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine at
the University of Texas Health Science Center at San
Antonio.

Floyd S. Contreras, B.A., San Antonio, is member
attorney at the law firm of Prince Contreras PLLC.

Krystina Irvin, B.A., M.A. ’12, San Antonio, is service
learning coordinator at Our Lady of the Lake
University.
Jacob-Aidan Martinez, B.A., San Antonio, has just
completed his term as national president of Omega
Delta Phi Fraternity Inc., where he oversaw 64
chapters across the country, three vice presidents and
more than 30 national directors. He also served on
the organization’s National Executive Council for eight
years, beginning his senior year at St. Mary’s.
Nadeem A. Omar, B.S., Frisco, is a project manager at
Ericsson Inc. in Plano.
Hector O. Pedraza, B.B.A., San Antonio, is a human
resource business partner with Tesoro Corp.

2009
Jessica L. Aguilera, B.A., San Antonio, and Steven
Sifuentes married Oct. 24, 2015.
Areetha Carter-Stewart, M.B.A., Schertz, is an adjunct
faculty member at University of the Incarnate Word.
Tiffany C. Edwards, B.A., Houston, is a National
Academy of Sports Medicine-certified personal trainer
and owner of T.C. Fitness.
Marie G. Granger, M.A., J.D. ’10, San Antonio, is an
attorney with Eric M. Bernal & Associates.

Diplomat urges
graduates to give back
St. Mary’s University alumna Ariel
Vaagen (M.S. ’06), Deputy Director of the
Office of International Media Engagement
for the U.S. Department of State, was
keynote speaker at the 15th annual Fall
Commencement in December.
Her advice to graduates was simple:
“Stay smart, give back, and pursue your
happiness.”
Vaagen is a Foreign Service Officer who
has worked in public affairs and media
operations on global issues including
Iran nuclear negotiations, Russia and
Ukraine diplomacy, the Ebola crisis, and
violent extremism. She spoke about her
passion for serving her country to advance
understanding, tolerance, respect and
shared prosperity at home and abroad.
As an undergraduate, Vaagen attended
Stanford University, where she was a
scholarship gymnast and Biology student.
Her career path turned to international

Andrew H. Winkelmann, J.D., Dallas, who is a vice
president for DFW Advisors, welcomes Adelaide Hohlt
Winkelmann, born Oct. 23, 2015.

Noel L. Shaheen, B.S., El Paso, is in her second year at
Paul L. Foster School of Medicine and plans to pursue
a residency in Pediatric Neurology.

2010

Brittany S. Sullivan, B.A., San Antonio, is an actuarial
analyst at USAA.

Alicia W. Calzada, J.D., San Antonio, was honored
by the San Antonio Business Journal as one of San
Antonio’s prominent attorneys during its 2015
Outstanding Lawyers Awards event.
Jennifer E. Ganey, B.A., San Antonio, is a teacher and
coach in the Northside Independent School District.
Angela (Santana) Sealana, B.A., San Antonio, is ministry
coordinator at Pilgrim Center of Hope.
Alyssa C. Soto, B.B.A., Austin, is an associate financial
representative with Northwestern Mutual.

2011
Leslie A. Lewis, J.D., San Antonio, is an attorney with
Brock Person Guerra Reyna.
Lisa T. Rascoe, J.D., Humble, is human resources
director and general counsel for EHRA Engineering in
Houston.

2013
Marcela Camarena, B.A., El Paso, works for Dish
Network while volunteering at Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA), advocating for children’s
interests where Child Protective Services has had to
intervene and pursue litigation.

“

Brian J. Garcia, B.B.A., Austin, is working with the
University of Texas in the Athletics Department.
Ana Ochoa, J.D., San Antonio, reigned as the Krewe of
Freret’s Queen during its 2016 parade in New Orleans.
The Krewe of Freret was established in New Orleans
as a co-ed Carnival organization which supports local
industry, conducts service events that benefit the city
at large, and preserves the longevity of the Mardi Gras
tradition. Ochoa earned her bachelor’s degree from
Loyola University in New Orleans.

Irma A. Tijerina, B.A., San Antonio, is a student finance
specialist with Education Corporation of America.

Kimberly Robinson, M.A., Fort Walton Beach, Fla., an
intelligence officer, has been promoted to major in the
U.S. Air Force.

2012

Fidel Rodriguez, J.D., San Antonio, is a new associate
attorney with the Law Office of Fidel Rodriguez.

William A. Knight, M.B.A./J.D., Fort Worth, is an
assistant criminal district attorney in the Tarrant
County District Attorney’s Office.

Aaron J. Sanchez, B.B.A., San Antonio, and his fiancé
welcome daughter Ariana Maria Sanchez, born Dec.
12, 2015.

relations after she spent a summer teaching
gymnastics in the West Bank. After
graduating, she earned the Haas Public
Service Fellowship to return to Israel,
where she mentored and interviewed
participants in a peace camp for Israeli and
Palestinian youth.
She joined the Army in 2000 and
earned her master’s degree in International
Relations from St. Mary’s in 2006, while
stationed at Fort Hood. After serving, she
joined the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency to develop tactical
communications technology for soldiers in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Her favorite moments as a diplomat
include talking with journalists about hot
topics, traveling with the Secretary of State
to 10 countries in 12 days, issuing a visa to
a newly adopted child and telling London
schoolchildren about her civil rights heroes,
she said. ■

2014				
Ivonne A. Aldaz, B.A., San Antonio, is director of
marketing for Patel Gaines PLLC.
Bria T. Bell, B.A., Sioux City, Iowa, is a multimedia
journalist for KCAU ABC 9 News, where she started
this past October.
Analissa Cantu, B.A., San Antonio, has been hired as
a website content manager for Armando Montelongo
Cos.
Holden M. Hose, B.A., San Antonio, a registered
behavior technician at Shape of Behavior, is pursuing
a master’s degree in Special Education online from St.
Thomas University in Miami. He is also playing rugby
for Alamo City.
Kimberly A. Kennedy, M.B.A., Silver Spring, Md., and
husband Joshua Kennedy, M.B.A., welcome Quinn
Louise, born Nov. 19, 2015.
Marianne C. Medina, B.S., Corpus Christi, spent this
past year with City Year helping at-risk youth at
Roosevelt High School in San Antonio. She continues
to serve high school students at the St. John’s Lifeteen
Youth Group in Corpus Christi while waiting for her
medical school exam results.
Judith M. “Judi” Molina, B.B.A., San Antonio, is on the
tax staff with ATKG LLP.
John M. Sandoval, B.B.A., Jacksonville, Ill., is a cost
accountant for Nestle USA.
Katherine Vasquez, B.A., Converse, is a pre-funding
specialist for Legacy Mutual Mortgage.
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2015					

Welcome back,

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2016
30th Anniversary of the 1986
Softball National Championship during
Softball vs. Lubbock Christian University
1 p.m.
Softball Stadium

Please join us for 2016
Homecoming Weekend on the
St. Mary’s University campus.
Visit with old friends and make
new ones.

Homecoming Mass
4:30 p.m.
Guadalupe Chapel

ALUMNI!

Adrian Coronado, J.D., San Antonio, has joined the San
Antonio office of Pulman, Cappuccio, Pullen, Benson
& Jones LLP as an associate attorney.
Cynthia De Santiago, J.D., San Antonio, and husband
Esaul Santiago Jr. married May 31, 2015, and welcome
Camila Grace Santiago, born Aug. 3, 2015. Cynthia is
an associate attorney with the Carlson Law Firm PC.
Mayra A. Espinoza, B.A., San Antonio, is a kindergarten
teacher at New Frontiers Charter School on San
Antonio's South Side.
Kyra R. Littlejohn, B.A., New York, has entered the
Alfred Fleishman Diversity Fellowship program,
which targets ethnically diverse candidates who have a
passion for, and have demonstrated a commitment to,
promoting ethnic and cultural diversity through their
work, education and life experiences.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2016
Heritage Club Reunion
Honoring the Class of 1966
4 p.m.
University Center, Conference Room A

Alexandra L. Weed, B.A., San Antonio, has begun a new
job with USAA.

Homecoming Oyster Bake
6 p.m.
Pecan Grove
Sterling Club Reunion
Honoring the Class of 1991
6 to 8 p.m.
Quad Amphitheater

FRIENDSWE'LLMISS
1940s
1948 James Charles Sharp, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, died Nov. 17, 2015.
1949 Robert James “Bob” Boerner, B.B.A.,
Shavano Park, died Oct. 8, 2015. Flavio
John Gianotti, B.B.A., San Antonio, died
Oct. 15, 2015. Peter George Kleck, B.S.,
San Antonio, died Aug. 13, 2015.
1950s
1950 John A. Daniels, LL.B., San Antonio,
died Nov. 27, 2015. Thomas Drought, LL.B.,
Comfort, died Dec. 8, 2015. G. “Jim”
Hasslocher, CL, San Antonio, died Nov. 19,
2015. John M. “Jack” Phelan, B.B.A.,
St. Louis, Mo., died Feb. 20, 2015.
1951 Dennis Burkholder, CL, San Antonio,
died Dec. 22, 2015.
1952 Jose G. “Joe” Cumpian, B.A., J.D. ’56,
San Antonio, died Dec. 11, 2015. Albert F.
Fuessel III, B.B.A., San Antonio, died
Oct. 11, 2015. George Ozuna, CL, San
Antonio, died Nov. 19, 2015.
1953 John R. “Jack” Bauer, CL, Millstadt,
Ill., died Sept. 11, 2015. Brother Chas Gil
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Lohrenz, S.M., M.A., San Antonio, died
Sept. 28, 2015.

Russell Mead II, B.B.A., San Antonio, died
Nov. 23, 2015.

1954 Col. Alfred L. Franger, M.D., U.S.
Army, Ret., B.S., Brookfield, Wis., died
Nov. 22, 2015.

1962 Richard F. Delamain, B.A., Boerne,
died Nov. 4, 2015. Charles D. Murphy, CL,
San Antonio, died Dec. 1, 2015. Gerald
M. Quinn, B.A., Corpus Christi, died Nov.
18, 2015. Lloyd C. Tschirhart, B.B.A., San
Antonio, died Oct. 19, 2015.

1955 Brother Leonard Francis Rudy, S.M.,
B.A., San Antonio, died Dec. 13, 2015.
1956 Albert DeLaGarza, J.D., San Antonio,
died Nov. 14, 2015.
1957 Charles N.D. Perego, B.A., San
Antonio, died Nov. 7, 2015. Robert S. “Bob”
Profili, CL, San Antonio, died Nov. 18, 2015.
Norman F. Walawender, LL.B., Lackawanna,
N.Y., died Oct. 15, 2015.
1958 Federico P. Gonzalez, B.S., San
Antonio, died Sept. 18, 2015. Felix Mika Jr.,
CL, Karnes City, died Oct. 13, 2015. Robert
M. Patterson, B.A., San Antonio, died Nov.
17, 2015.
1959 Donald Charles Keller, CL, San
Antonio, died Nov. 13, 2015.
1960s
1960 Herbert Wheeler Hill Sr., LL.B.,
San Antonio, died Sept. 27, 2015. David

1963 Harold Clifton Wood Jr., B.B.A.,
San Antonio, died Dec. 1, 2015.
1964 John Daniel “J.D.” Dunkley Jr., CL,
San Antonio, died Sept. 29, 2015.
1965 The Rev. Floyd F. Lewis Jr., B.A.,
San Antonio, died Oct. 4, 2015.
G.E. “Buddy” Mullan, B.A., San Antonio,
died Oct. 27, 2015.
1966 Richard R. “Dick” Aboia, B.A., Naples,
Fla., died Jan. 16, 2016. Maj. James Ignatius
Hegarty Jr., U.S. Army, Ret., B.A., M.A. ’70,
San Antonio, died Dec. 1, 2015.
1967 Carlos Otal III, B.A., M.A. ’72,
Fredericksburg, Va., died Sept. 29, 2015.
1968 Anthony T. “Tony” Patz Jr., B.A., San
Antonio, died Oct. 23, 2015. Robert C.
“Bob” Quirk, CL, San Antonio, died

Joseph O’Hare (B.B.A. ’13) chose
St. Mary’s because of its reputation for
preparing graduates for successful careers.
Now that he’s moved on to his own career
as a financial optimization analyst at
Tesoro, he wanted to ensure others have
the same opportunity.
"I received so much in both formal and
informal education from St. Mary’s that
I naturally wanted others to reap the
same benefits that I did.”

Photos by Robin Jerstad

That’s why Joseph has committed to giving
back to St. Mary's University through
a multi-year gift pledge that will make
a difference for the next generation of
students.

Every gift matters.

Want to learn more about how you can make a
difference? Visit www.stmarytx.edu/give.

Dec. 20, 2015. Edward George Sivek,
B.B.A., San Antonio, died Dec. 3, 2015.
1969 James E. “Jim” English, B.A., Boerne,
died Aug. 8, 2015. Harry Poole, B.B.A.,
Friendswood, died Oct. 2, 2015.
1970s
1970 Walter C. Kempf, B.A., San Antonio,
died Aug. 29, 2015. Stephen Thomas Lynch,
J.D., Malakoff, died Oct. 19, 2015. Joel L.
Moberly, B.B.A., San Antonio, died Nov. 21,
2015. Nancy Edmonds Oehler, B.A., San
Antonio, died Oct. 18, 2015. Mary Emma
Solis, B.A., San Antonio, died Oct. 20,
2015.
1971 John William Beasley, J.D., Beeville,
died Oct. 25, 2015. Rosemary Karwoski
Fritz, B.A., Alpine, died Nov. 2, 2015.
Manuel P. Montez, J.D., San Antonio, died
Nov. 28, 2015. Carl “Adam” Morriss III,
J.D., Las Vegas, died Oct. 7, 2015. Richard
X. Peña, B.A., San Antonio, died Sept. 24,
2015.
1972 Cristobal G. Escamilla, B.A., Mission,
died Oct. 8, 2015. Gail Noonan Fordyce,
M.A., San Antonio, died Dec. 24, 2015.
Antonio “Tony” Gonzales Jr., B.A., San

Antonio, died Jan. 4, 2016. Earl Francis
Levis, J.D., San Antonio, died Dec. 24,
2015. Ted G. Seel, J.D., Victoria, died
Sept. 27, 2015.
1973 Francis L. “Frank” Donnelly, B.B.A.,
M.B.A. ’76, San Antonio, died Sept. 23,
2015. Lt. Col. David G. Jayne, U.S. Army,
Ret., J.D., San Antonio, died Oct. 16, 2015.
1975 David J. Kvapil, B.A., San Antonio,
died Sept. 24, 2015. Luciano O. Mendoza,
B.B.A., San Antonio, died Oct. 16, 2015.
1976 Edward P. Flores, B.A., San Antonio,
died Sept. 30, 2015. Gerald J. Moore,
M.B.A., Fort Walton Beach, Fla., died
Jan. 9, 2016. Charles F. Ruzicka, B.A.,
San Antonio, died Dec. 18, 2015.
1977 Alan William Radke, J.D., San Antonio,
died Jan. 4, 2016.
1978 Mary Anne Ray Heard, M.A., San
Antonio, died Nov. 1, 2015.
1979 Russell D. Duree, J.D., Montrose,
Colo., died Dec. 29, 2015.
1980s
1980 Marynell Maloney, J.D., San Antonio,
died Nov. 26, 2015.

1987 Lt. Col. Solomon H. Smith, U.S. Air
Force, Ret., J.D., died Dec. 5, 2015.
1990s
1990 Walter Napier “Tex” Corrigan II, J.D.,
San Antonio, died Nov. 19, 2015. Gwendolyn Delores Coles, J.D., Yellow Springs, Ohio,
died Oct. 3, 2015. Ann Kathryn (Cantoni)
Reeves, J.D., Dallas, died Sept. 12, 2015.
1992 Cesar Mercedes Ponce, B.A.T.,
Kenedy, died Dec. 12, 2015. Gloria Venetia
Johnson-Ramirez, B.A., M.A. ’96, died
Nov. 10, 2015.
1994 Robert H. Sanchez, B.A., San Antonio,
died Oct. 14, 2015.
1996 Gerald Glen Staton, J.D., Fort Worth,
died Nov. 9, 2015.
1998 Douglas R. Gwyther, J.D., Corpus
Christi, died Nov. 16, 2015.
2010s
2013 Maj. Michael R. Parr, U.S. Air Force,
Ret., J.D., San Antonio, died Oct. 5, 2015.
Jessica S. (Hernandez-Ulloa) Woodus, B.B.A.,
San Antonio, died Oct. 23, 2015.
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Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller waved to
the standing-room-only crowd following
Vigil Mass in Bill Greehey Arena for the
Archdiocese of San Antonio’s Assembly
2015 — Encountering Christ.

Photo by Robin Jerstad

St. Mary's partnered with the Archdiocese
by hosting the diocese-wide assembly on the
University campus. It was a day of formation,
communion and prayer, and included worship,
music, keynote speakers, track sessions, a
Vigil Mass with the Archbishop presiding, and
an evening concert featuring the Christian
band Sanctus Real. About 5,000 Catholics
gathered on campus throughout the day.
Following Pope Francis’ call to celebrate
the Year of Consecrated Life in 2015,
representatives of dozens of religious orders
attended the day’s activities and displayed
history and icons of their respective
communities of faith. St. Mary’s will host the
Assembly for the next two years.

